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The  regular  quota  of  invented  lies  attendant  upon  a political  campaign  has  already 
commenced,  and  two  characteristic  specimens  appeared  in  the  Tribune  of  last  Monday. 
One  of  these  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Nairn  Linoleum  Company,  a Scotch  firm  that  is 
just  completing  large  works  near  Kearney,  N.  J.,  would  never  put  them  into  operation 
should  the  tariff  be  taken  off  this  class  of  goods,  but  that  on  the  contrary  the  owners 
would  take  their  capital  back  to  Scotland  and  manufacture  their  goods  there  with  cheap 
labor.  The  other  lie  was  a statement  that  the  firm  of  Louis  De  Jonge  & Co.,  the  paper 
manufacturers  of  71  and  73  Duane  street,  who  have  works  on  Staten  Island,  would 
abandon  their  works  “should  tlie  tariff  be  removed  from  tlie  chiss  of  goods  they  make, 
and  the  foreign  capital  they  have  invested  to  the  benefit  of  American  workmen  will  be 
withdrawn.” 

There  is  just  one  linoleum  factory  in  America  running  at  the  present  time,  and  when 
the  Nairn  Company  commences  operations  it  will  be  but  the  second.  The  one  now  run- 
ning is  the  American  Linoleum  Company,  of  which  Joseph  Wild  & Co.,  82  and  84 
Worth  street,  are  agents.  The  senior  member  of  this  firm  was  seen  at  his  office  yesterday, 
and  said : “ The  proposed  reduction  of  the  tariff  on  linoleum  will  work  an  injury  to  the 
manufacture  of  that  article  in  this  country,  but  not  to  any  great  extent.  The  Mills  bill  pro- 
poses only  a 15 per  cent,  reduction,  which  would  bring  the  duty  down  to  30  per  cent.,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  proposes  taking  off  the  duty  altogether  from  linseed  oil,  one  of  the  principal 
materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  liuoleum.  Though  the  wages  in  Scotland,  where 
the  greater  part  of  linoleum  is  manufactured,  are  much  smaller  than  here,  we  can  turn 
out  our  goods  to  order  in  a much  shorter  time  than  they  could  be  brought  across  the 
ocean;  and  even  in  the  event  of  a heavier  reduction  in  the  tariff  we  would  have  no  inten- 
tion of  closing  our  factory,  though  we  might  possibly  increase  our  importations.  As  for 
the  Nairn  Company,  it  is  getting  out  its  patterns  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and,  I under- 
stand, it  expects  to  have  its  goods  on  the  market  this  fall.” 

Notwithstanding  the  Mills  bill  has  been  pending  for  several  months,  work  on  the  new 
factory  of  the  Nairn  Company  at  Kearney  Inis  been  constantly  progressing,  and  no  little 
surprise  was  manifested  among  certain  wholesale  business  circles  when  they  heard  of  the 
Tribunes  assertion.  The  fact  is  that  the  Nairn  Linoleum  Company  is  none  other  than 
W.  & J.  Sloane,  of  Broadway  and  Nineteenth  street.  John  Sloane  said  yesterdav  to  a 

^ V 

reporter  : “In  case  the  tariff  should  be  removed  altogether  from  linoleum,  it  is 
probable  that  we  would  be  compelled  to  close  our  factory;  but  I did  not  know  there  was 
any  pro])osition  in  existence  to  retnove  the  tariff  from  those  goods.  The  only  proposi- 
tion which  affects  liuoleum  at  all  is  the  Mills  bill  now  pending  in  Congress,  and  that  pro- 
poses a reduction  of  15  per  cent.  That  is  too  great  a reduction,  however  ; but  anyway, 

I haven’t  the  remotest  idea  that  the  bill  will  ever  be  pjissed.  It  certainly  cannot  pass  the 
Senate  now,  even  if  it  should  pass  the  House;  but  I don’t  think  it  will  ever  pass  either 
body  without  undergoing  considerable  reconstruction.  There  is  nothing  squeamish 
about  our  house,  and  we  are  not  the  ones  to  cry  before  we  are  hurt.  I anticipate  no 
danger  whatever  to  any  manufacturing  industries,  and  have  faith  enough  in  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  believe  that  both  Republican  and  Democratic  representatives  will,  as  a rule 
do  what  they  consider  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  country.” 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that,  even  in  the  event  of  the  Mills  bill  being  passed  as  it  stands 
the  tariff  on  linseed  oil,  one  of  the  principal  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  lino- 
leum, would  be  reduced  25  per  cent.,  and  on  burlaps  15,  almost  if  not  quite  counterbal- 
ancing the  reduction  on  the  manufactured  article. 


NEW  YORK,  NUV.  I,  1888. 


A Semt-Moxtiily  JoxmNAL,  Published  by  the  Reform  Club 
Publication  Otlice,  No.  52  William  St.,  New  York  City. 
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